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THE SECOND KENTUCKY 
COMMUNITY COLLEGE WOMEN 
IN COMPUTING (KYCC-WiC) ACM-W 
Celebration took place on the recently-
opened Newtown campus of Bluegrass 
Community and Technical College 
(Bluegrass) in Lexington, April 10-11, 
2015 [4]. Readers may recall my June 
2013 column, “ACM-W Embraces 
Community College Participation” 
[3] that described the mission and 
reorganization of ACM-W, as well as 
the resounding success of the very 
first KYCC-WiC. This column describes 
ACM-W Celebrations of Women in 
Computing, as well as the growing 
momentum from the second KYCC-WiC.

ACM-W currently provides $2,000 
for each celebration, as well as raising 
and disbursing corporate sponsorship, 
including Microsoft Research that provides 
$3,000 for each ACM-W Celebration. 
“The goal of ACM-W Celebrations of 
Women in Computing is to bring to wom-
en at a local level the positive impact of 
the Grace Hopper Celebration of Women 
in Computing (GHC). These conferences 
are shorter, lower cost, and help to build 
community, breaking down isolation for 
both students and women in industry.” 
[1] Another goal of each Celebration is 
to keep the cost of student registration 
affordable, currently not exceeding $50. 
In addition to ACM-W and Microsoft 

Research, the corporate and collegiate 
sponsors for KYCC-WiC 2015 at varying 
funding levels included Bluegrass Integrat-
ed Communications, DMD Data Systems, 
NetApp, Northern Kentucky University, 
QX.net, Raytheon, and Bluegrass Women 
in Technology [11].  These sponsors helped 
to keep the KYCC-WiC registration rea-
sonable for all attendees, which included a 
night of lodging and all conference meals. 

Typical components of ACM-W 
Celebrations include: 

▪  student presentations;
▪  poster competition/student assignment 

showcase;
▪  keynote addresses by leaders in aca-

demia and industry;
▪  presentation and panels sessions on 

computer science research, the impos-
ters syndrome, industry, and graduate 
school;

▪  faculty sessions on student recruitment 
and retention; and 

▪  a career fair with involvement of indus-
try representatives. 

Other ideas for holding WiC celebrations 
are described in the Regional Celebrations-in-
a-Box: Connecting Communities of Technical 
Women, developed by the National Center 
for Women and Information Technology 
(NCWIT) [7].   
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Additionally, the KYCC-WiC organizers came 
up with another fun and innovative idea. 
A deck of Notable Women in Computing, 
Keep our History playing cards [8] was placed 
in each of the conference swag bags. Each 
attendee then had the opportunity to have 
her (his) picture taken during registration and 
have it printed on a blank playing card—the 
Ace of choice—with space leftover for writ-
ing a personal computing history.

Building on experience gained from 
KYCC-WiC 2013, Melanie Williamson 
and Cindy Tucker, Associate Professors of 
Computer & Information Technologies at 
Bluegrass, graciously served as co-chairs 
for this year’s Kentucky community college 
ACM-W Celebration. The 2015 organizing 
committee also included Pam Bridgman 
from Somerset Community College and 
Theresa Schmitt from Owensboro Com-
munity and Technical College. Attendance 
more than doubled from the first KYCC-
WiC and included over 100 community 
college students and faculty from across 

Kentucky and Tennessee. The state-wide 
Kentucky Community & Technical College 
System (KCTCS) comprises 16 colleges 
with more than 70 campuses, offering a 
variety of certificate, diploma, and associ-
ate degree programs [5]. The Tennessee 
system includes 13 community colleges 
with more than 65 locations, offering 
more than 480 academic programs [9].

Kentucky Community Colleges repre-
sented at KYCC-WiC 2015:

▪  Bluegrass Community and Technical 
College with campuses in Lexington, 
Danville, Georgetown, Lawrenceburg, 
Newtown, and Winchester;

▪  Elizabethtown Community and Techni-
cal College with campuses in Elizabeth-
town, Springfield, and Fort Knox;

▪  Gateway Community and Technical 
College with campuses in Florence, 
Covington, and Edgewood;

▪  Hopkinsville Community College with 
campuses in Hopkinsville and Fort 
Mitchell;

▪  Jefferson Community and Technical Col-
lege with campuses in Louisville, Car-
rollton,  Shepherdsville, and Shelbyville;

▪  Madisonville Community College with 
campuses in Madisonville and Central 
City;

▪  Maysville Community and Technical 
College with campuses in Maysville and 
Cynthiana;

▪  Owensboro Community and Technical 
College with three campuses in Owens-
boro; and

▪  Somerset Community College with 
campuses in Somerset, London, Liberty, 
Albany, Russell Springs, and Whitley City.

Tennessee Community Colleges repre-
sented at KYCC-WiC 2015:

▪  Northeast State Community College 
with a campus in Blountville;

▪  Pellissippi State Community College 
with multiple campuses in Knoxville and 
a campus in Friendsville;

▪  Walters State Community College with 
campuses in Morristown, Sevierville, 
Greeneville, and Tazewell; and

▪  Volunteer State Community College 
with campuses in Gallatin, Livingston 
and Springfield.

A faculty member with nine of her 
students from Bryan Station High School 
Academy of Information Technology in 
Lexington enjoyed attending the Celebra-
tion sessions. Also in attendance were 
faculty and students from the University 
of Kentucky located in downtown Lex-
ington and Northern Kentucky University 
(NKU) located in the greater Cincinnati 
region. 

NKU takes the lead in organizing the 
Kentucky Tri-WiC ACM-W Celebration 
on alternate years of KYCC-WiC [6]. The 
Kentucky Tri-WiC includes a community 
college track, which helps attract both 
two-year and four-year students and fac-
ulty from area colleges and universities in 
the tri-cities of Lexington, KY, Louisville, 
KY, and Cincinnati, OH. The organizers 
of both the KYCC-WiC and the Ken-
tucky Tri-WiC work tirelessly and in close 
collaboration with one another to offer 
ACM-W Celebrations every year for their 
region. This model of alternating years 
between two-year and four-year colleges 

Working day and night with her students 
throughout the two-day Celebration, 
Professor Fitch’s short film captured  

video and sound clips from several student 
and faculty attendees. 
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is the first of its kind among ACM-W 
Celebrations.

For the second time, the KYCC-WiC 
agenda provided an enjoyable and en-
riching experience for female and male 
students and faculty alike. The confer-
ence speakers who shared their profes-
sional and personal experiences were 
Sharon Gillett from Microsoft Research, 
Lynne Miller from Raytheon, Elizabeth 
Hawthorne from ACM-W and ACM 
CCECC, Rama Lohani-Chase from Union 
County College, Amy Smereck from 
DMD Data Systems, Maureen Doyle from 
Northern Kentucky University, Teresa Riley 
from Northern Kentucky University, and 
Summer Smith, Sarah Vessels and Ashley 
Wilson from LexLadiesCode [10].  Addi-
tionally, several smaller breakout sessions 
that were separated by student, faculty/
business and university tracks were of-
fered and well-attended each day of the 
Celebration [2].

One of the favorite sessions was a 
panel on the imposter syndrome, where 
female panelists shared real-life experi-
ences from working in the historically 
male-dominated field of computing. The 
closing session, a fun time of celebra-
tion, included a drawing for donated 
prizes, such as an Xbox 360 video game 
console from Microsoft, an iPad Mini 
from Pearson Publishing, and a generous 

gift certificate from Best Buy. The win-
ner of the student poster competition 
was announced with the grand prize 
being an ACM-W-sponsored trip to the 
2015 annual Grace Hopper Women in 
Computer conference. An extra special 
and unique feature of the closing ses-
sion on day two was the “Women in 
Computing: Voices in Video” produced 
by Assistant Professor Stephanie Fitch, 
coordinator of the Digital Cinematic 
Arts program at Bluegrass Community 
and Technical College. Working day and 
night with her students throughout the 
two-day Celebration, Fitch’s short film 
captured video and sound clips from 
several student and faculty attendees. In 
addition, some of the Notable Women in 
Computing playing cards were scanned 
into the production, including Ada 
Lovelace and Grace Hopper. A link to 
this innovative work of cinematic art is 
available from [4].

The responses from the anonymous 
survey were extremely positive! Commu-
nity college women (and men) are strongly 
encouraged to attend an ACM-W Women 
in Computing Celebration. You will come 
away enriched and refreshed. I look for-
ward to another outstanding KYCC-WiC 
in 2017! Hope to see you there. Visit [1] 
to find an ACM-W Celebration near your 
community college.  Ir
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