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eflecting on the beginning of
my academic career in 1998, I
see that I owe my ACM tenure
to key events and people unknown
at that time. The Vice President of
Academic Affairs at my community
college provided travel funds for
me to attend a local computing education conference in New Brunswick, NJ. I reviewed the conference
program and, naturally, there were
two competing presentations that
I wanted to attend. To resolve the
scheduling dilemma, I decided to
divide the allocated time between both
presentations. That split decision turned
out to be pivotal to my budding career
in academe. The presenter in the second
session was Joyce Currie Little, whom I had
never met. Her passion and enthusiasm for
her subject drew me to introduce myself.
To my surprise, Joyce invited me to lunch
to continue our conversation. Over lunch,
Joyce discussed her involvement with the
ACM Two-Year College Education Committee (TYCEC) and its curricular guidelines
for associate-degree computing programs.
I departed our chance meeting with keen
interest in the ACM TYCEC.
At the turn of the millennium in 2000, I
was invited by Karl Klee, then TYCEC chair,
to participate in an ACM task force with the
initial meeting held at Rock Valley College
in Rockford, IL. The purpose of the task
force was to update the 1993 ACM Computing Curricular Guidelines for Associate
Degree Programs in Computing Sciences
[3]. I was thrilled to be selected for the
task force! A year later in 2001, the TYCEC
extended an invitation to become a full-

fledged committee member and I eagerly
accepted. This moment marked the beginning of my wondrous professional sojourn
with many fine ACM colleagues. I have fond
memories of my first TYCEC meeting in
Boston, MA, with Robert Campbell, C. Fay
Cover, and Karl Klee. I was highly impressed
by the Committee’s dedication and service
to making a difference in computing
education at two-year colleges. I was truly
honored to be a Committee member, and
strove to uphold that hallmark dedication
to service through conference presentations, workshops, curriculum development
initiatives, and National Science Foundation
(NSF) projects.
In 2007, I was elected to serve as the
TYCEC’s third chair, and that’s when the
journey suddenly became more interesting,
more involved, and more rewarding. Some
readers may recall my very first Inroads
column in the December 2007 SIGCSE
Bulletin, “Visions of a Future…without Forgetting the Past.” [9] In that Community
College Corner, I included the quote, variously ascribed to Buddha, “If you want to

know your past – look into your
present conditions. If you want to
know your future – look into your
present actions.” Those words of
wisdom have more meaning for
me today, than a decade ago.
Looking into present conditions, I see that the past years
with ACM have afforded me
many unforeseen and exciting
professional opportunities.
During the summers of 2010, 2011
and 2012, I was fortunate to travel
to three different countries to
participate in the ITiCSE conference working groups on information assurance education. As Committee Chair, I served as the
principal investigator on an NSF-funded
project for a community college workshop
that resulted in the publication, Digitally
Enhancing America’s Community Colleges:
Strategic Opportunities for Computing Education [8]. This significant, 28-page publication was mailed to all community college
presidents in the United States (approximately 1,100). In 2010, I was invited to serve
as an ACM delegate on the ACM/IEEE-CS
joint steering committee for computing
curricula that produced, in 2013, Curriculum Guidelines for Undergraduate Degree
Programs in Computer Science [11]. In 2014,
I was invited to be a member of the ACM
Education Board and now serve as the
Board’s liaison on the ACM/IEEE-CS/AISSEC joint task force for Cybersecurity Education [2]. One of my most favorite career
opportunities was on behalf of ACM-W, the
council on women in computing [5]. Prof.
Cindy Tucker of Bluegrass Community and
Technical College invited me to deliver a
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keynote address—“Women in Computing: Taking
Chances, Beating Odds,
Transforming the Future”—
at the Kentucky Community
College Women in Computing (KYCC-WiC) ACM-W
Celebration [10]. Last, but
certainly not the least, ACM
honored me with the Distinguished Educator award
in 2015 [1], a culminating
career achievement that I
could have never imagined.
At the 2016 SIGCSE Technical Symposium in Memphis, TN, the Committee
for Computing Education in Community
Colleges (CCECC formerly TYCEC) celebrated ACM’s 40-year commitment to two-year

colleges [7] with anniversary signage at its
shared exhibitor booth with ACM-W and
CSTA (Computer Science Teachers Association). Other celebration activities included
a raffle for cool tech prizes and a gadget
giveaway at the well-attended community
college reception sponsored by Intel Education with generous sway and scrumptious
desserts. Along with the CS-Cyber team
leaders, the members of the CCECC facilitated both a special session and a workshop
on updating its 2009 computer science
curricular guidance [4] with contemporary
cybersecurity concepts. While in Memphis, a
longstanding dream of the CCECC was realized. A record number of community college
educators participated in SIGCSE 2016, with
160 or nearly 13% of the 1,253 registered
attendees. Community college ribbons
proudly hung from so many name badges!
Looking into present actions, I see that
the future looks bright and full of more
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serving as the Committee’s seasoned past
chair and its liaison to the ACM Education
Policy Committee.
What a wondrous professional journey
it has been with ACM and will continue
to be! I am grateful for all the exciting
opportunities and gracious colleagues
I’ve met along the way. As I conclude my
last Community College Corner column
here after nine years, I reflect upon these
insightful and comforting words, “For
everything there is a season, and a time for
every purpose under heaven.” [6] 
inconceivable and exhilarating opportunities for the next CCECC generation. July 1
of this year will usher in a new Committee
Chair, Cara Tang, currently CCECC ViceChair and faculty member at Portland
Community College in Portland, OR. Tang
holds a Ph.D. in computer
science from Heidelberg
University, Baden-Württemberg, Germany. I am
confident that Cara will be
an excellent and visionary
leader for the Committee. I wish her well as she
steers the CCECC toward
its golden anniversary
of 50 years of service to
computing education.
One of her first priorities
will be to write the next
Community College Corner, so stay tuned
for the September 2016 issue. Ironically,
my first SIGCSE Technical Symposium as
Committee Chair was located in Portland,
OR in 2008. Who could have predicted
that full circle? As my tenure as CCECC
Chair draws to a close, I look forward to
the next phase of my ACM professional
journey. I am so delighted to be passing
the CCECC reins to an intelligent, dedicated, and energetic successor, and to begin
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