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hen I joined the Computer
Information Systems faculty at
Portland Community College in
2012, I was excited to be teaching full-time
after a number of years working in industry
and teaching computer science classes
part-time in the evenings. I immediately
became a SIGCSE member and subscribed
to ACM Inroads, where I was delighted to
see a column called Community College
Corner. I emailed the author, Dr. Elizabeth
Hawthorne, and thus began my association
with the ACM Committee for Computing
Education in Community Colleges (CCECC).
At the time I never imagined that I would
be writing this column a few years later.
This adventure began soon after my
initial email contact with Beth Hawthorne.
She and Bob Campbell, then the committee’s vice chair, invited me to become
involved with the CCECC’s IT project in
January of 2013, which culminated in
publishing IT curricular guidelines for
associate-degree programs [3]. During the
course of that project, I gladly accepted
an invitation to join the committee as a
member, and for the past two years I have
served as vice-chair of the committee. I
am now honored and pleased to serve as
the next chair of the ACM CCECC. I have
a computer science background, earning
both a bachelor’s and master’s degree
from Virginia Tech. After work as a software developer at IBM, teaching computer science at Marquette University, and
co-authoring a high school textbook for AP
Computer Science, I ventured to Germany
where I earned a doctorate degree from
Heidelberg University, with research in
combinatorial optimization. Next it was
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back to industry as an
operations research analyst in
the mid-west for over four years,
teaching part-time in the evenings for
the last two of those years. Reflecting
that teaching is what I truly enjoy, when
my husband and I moved to the Pacific
Northwest I took a position with Portland
Community College (PCC) in Portland, OR.
I am currently a faculty member and codepartment chair of Computer Information
Systems at PCC.
As the incoming chair of the CCECC
I will strive to continue the tradition of
excellent work established by the chairs
and committee members before me. A
transition in committee roles is always a
good time to review history and this committee has a rich one. This year the CCECC
is celebrating its 40th anniversary since the
original founding by a group of pioneering
community college educators, and its 25th
anniversary since becoming a standing
committee of the ACM Education Board.
I invite you to read the Inroads column
celebrating that history and the pioneers
who paved the way [2]. We are extremely
grateful for all the work they have done
to bring us to this point. As I take on the
role of chair, I especially want to thank
Beth Hawthorne, the most recent of the
pioneers, for her years of service to the
committee as a member and as chair. Her
dedication and record of accomplishment
have established an exemplary tradition
of excellence. I also thank her personally
for being invaluable as a trusted mentor.
It is not an understatement to say that I
would not be taking on this role without
her guidance and counsel, both of which
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have helped
so much in my
professional
development
to this point. I
am grateful that she
will continue to have a role in the committee and I look forward to her continuing
support of the committee’s work as an
esteemed advisor.
In the remainder of the column I would
like to introduce the CCECC’s mission and
work. CCECC has been a standing committee
of the ACM Education Board since 1991,
with a global mission to serve and support
community and technical college educators
in all aspects of computing education.
A major part of carrying out the mission
involves producing curricular guidelines
and associated assessment metrics in the
ACM-recognized computing disciplines
appropriate for programs at community and
technical colleges. A recent contribution in
this area is the ACM Competency Model of
Core Learning Outcomes and Assessment
for Associate-Degree Curriculum in
Information Technology [3]. More than just
an updated set of curriculum guidelines,
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this report presents a new (to ACM) model
for curriculum guidelines focusing on
competencies (what students can do) rather
than topics (what students know). This focus
aligns with the assessment-based curricula
that are typical among associate-degree and
career-preparatory programs. Following this
path, the competency-based presentation of
curriculum guidelines is now being adopted
by other ACM curriculum projects, such as
IT2017 [5].
The CCECC’s current curriculum project
is focused on guidelines for associate-degree transfer programs in computer science. Using CS2013 [6] as a starting point,
the task group leading this project is carving out the knowledge areas and units from
CS2013 that are appropriate in the first two

years, and infusing security from the outset
where applicable. A prior Inroads column
details this project [4]. For the latest draft
and opportunities to participate, please
visit the committee web site [1].
Another important aspect of the CCECC’s mission is community-building among
educators. Our efforts in this area are growing and include hosting receptions for community college attendees at the SIGCSE and
SIGITE symposia. This year’s SIGCSE conference offered a community college badge
ribbon for the first time. In addition, we manage a public Google Group (cc-ed-computing) open to anyone interested in computing
education at community colleges. Our
committee’s web site at [1] provides a host
of resources such as curricular guidelines;

program examples; committee publications,
talks, and presentations; and collections of
other relevant resources.
The role of community colleges or
similar schools in computing education
internationally is a growing focus of the
committee. At ITiCSE this year (July 2016
in Arequipa, Peru), the CCECC moderated
an invited panel titled “Global Perspectives on the Role of Two-Year/Technical/
Junior Colleges in Computing Education”
with panelists from countries on four
different continents, including Australia,
Canada, China, Peru, and the United States.
The associated paper was accepted for
publication in the ITiCSE 2016 conference
proceedings and is available in the ACM
Digital Library.
As the ACM CCECC forges into its next
generation, the dedicated members will
endeavor to continue to execute with
distinction our global mission to serve and
support community and technical college
educators in all aspects of computing
education. If you have suggestions on how
the committee can serve you, please don’t
hesitate to contact me. 
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